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crease my responsibility, in proportion. Nisbet is a
partner of their own selection, yet they look to me in-
dividually to manage all things important. I ought to
relieve my mind from so much, and yet I don't see how
it can be done. In order to accomplish success there
must be but one head, and that head must know every-
thing even to the minutest details. From what Turner
writes, if I could be replaced here, they would like to
have me in Saint Louis, but I don't think of it. It is
better for all hands that I should stay here my six years.
"I was rather amused last Sunday a week at being
invited to accept the nomination of the Democratic
party for City Treasurer. When waited on I explained
that although no politician I was not entitled to the name
of Democrat. They insisted that made no difference,
they only asking a pledge against *know-nothingism/
This I could have given, but as an acceptance of a
Democratic nomination might have been misconstrued I
thought it best to decline, though the salary of four thou-
sand would have been acceptable and the office would
have chimed in well with my present business. The
Democrats at the election carried their ticket, so had I ac-
cepted the nomination I should have been elected. . . ."

[TO THE HON.  THOMAS EWING]

"SAN FRANCISCO, Gal.

'"April-15, 1856.

". . .Of course we feel deeply interested here in every-
thing that looks like war with a nation of such formidable
naval strength as England, and we read with care allat is to my benefit some three or four thou-
